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About Special Education

Special education, for students ages 3 12 211 guicled by federal and siate regquirernents. The federal
requirements are referrad 10 as the indivicuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The state
requirements are raferred 1o as the Onia Operaling Standarcls for the Education of Children with
Disatilities (Ohio Operening Standards)

This guide can help you understandt your rights and your child's rights according to IDEA and the
Qhio Operating Stanaards. It alsa gries you information and resources to help you undarstand your

child's special education supgcorts and s2rvices.
Your local schoal district also can help you undarstand your rights under this law. If you have

questions about the information n Ins guide, please contact the director of special education for

your district

Your School Contact for Special Education

Distrcs Plaiso 2ol 6 S0 000 3 i Semn s Lo Lo [NS Interaclive Section.
special Education Director: Kristin Unversaw
Phone number: §37.783-3040

Email address: unversawka blan.org

Ohio Department of Education Contact for Special Education
{Phone) 614-465-2650

(Toll free) B77-644-6338

(Fax) §14-728-1097

25 S Front Stree:, Mail Stop 409
Columbus, Onio 43215

Exceptionalchildren zeducation.chic.gay
For rallars usirg a teletypewnter (TTY) ol2asz call Ohio Relay Service &t (8001 750-0750

Addtonal Contact Informauon httpl//pitly/2hgiMal

A GUIDS TO PARSNT BISHTS IN §RECIAL EDUCATION



Introduction to this Guide of Pa

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.(IDEA
disabilities and the rights of their parents.Thi

If your school district wantg.t
have a disability; =

L. Children at the
hild’s educatio xy,
and it is the first ti__‘m]e m the R
if y_loqr child has beén.}emq
child has already been re T
L year; Of it el e

!
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@]ﬁe_r_lerél Inform

nformed Parental Co

Informed parental consart reans trai vou and/or the district-apoointed
surrogate parant gve :érﬂulssscr, rwnihng. foe the scneol district to take an
action. Your permssian also means the districs Gave you inforration about
the proposed action. Your crifd's sermool district must

o

S

2t this permission from
You, in writing. 10 do certar tnings relatad to vour oiild's special education.

The school district must et your wriiien cermissicn:

PN

itk
iy

sevlen il
3

Before the district evaluatss your chld for the first tuma to find
out If your child nescs soecial 2ducausn and ralatad services:
Before tne disinet starts grving your child tha spectal education

services hsted in his or ker first nebvidusizad educanon orogram,
also called an IE=;

pi
T

’ﬁh-"

Ay
e

* Beiore the district regvaiuaiss your crile o #nd ous if your chilel's

needs nave cnanged

Before tha diSTNeT CCrQUCTS 2xira 355855mants with vour child.
An example weuld Te 2 Sunciional Rahavior Assessment:

Before ine district 2rargas your cruld's sdurcatonal placarmnent.
This does nct hava to mean 2 shange in location. Insizad. it inzans
achange n your child's aducational orogram. ard

Before the ensiric gves insgrmas on atou: veur ool to somanne

cther tnan incsa tistzd in 372tz o faceral law

Informed Parental Consent is Not Required When Either of the Following Qccur:

* The district is reviewing existing student information as part of the evaluation/reevaluation Brocess. or

* The district conducts assessmeants witn you- child thal are administered to all studants,




To Give Your Informed Parental Consent, the District:

¢ ~2Tue &rguage, of another form of cornmunication you unclerstand, 1C grse yoL

» Must makes s.r2ii mas L5ed Yvou
all the informarion you Masc 15 rraxe 3 decsien,

sarstanc 270 3Qree r WA for tna disirict to carry out an activity and your consent

« Must make sura Yoo LTSS
describes tnz actvity 33 walt 58 ary of vour 2hild's raccrds that will e shared with othzrs and wili wWihorm

T ymu 83 GRAnG Your consent by your own choice and you can change you”

» MUS Make 5Jr2 ¥o. ohdersiand el
mind at any ums
» Must make sura yeu Lndarstanc Inat v oyed W spdrasy your consent, ihe district does not have to undo any acion i

took Detwgen irg 1me yoL Gave 0ermission and tna time you withdrew it

withdrawing Consent

Whthdrawing corssnt me2 £y TEWE A Ey Yl SEFIISSION. YOu MEY VT thdraws your consent at any tims i WCL
2urcabion serices 25 offered in-your chilcd's 1ER, You mu st do

decicia you no onger NATL Y

vrvs in writing

Than, your SCnod st

wl

P put befora it $100

praniiding The Lar 03

o pLET SESD OrowiEng s
phe dhisinct Myl &8 s sroooing the services. The notice the district GIves yIu s

at [he reauirernants set forti n the Prior Witz

¥
i
E
o

callad a ord

Mobics seCySh O 02

Once the distnal t Fig TS SFCr SR SIIET MITCE Bauny rrat i il no longar provde SoeSal ectusaTIon 520
or=s =3 1 ampEr cONadSE Yo ehile atigiipis for spscial educanon E74

to your cnils Enc 053

(AeTRad COMSDR yOur TG 3

AGUIDRETO PASEMNT BIGHTS |"_. SHECIAL EDUCATIZN  ARES 2



To be eligitle simcly mez-s 112t your 2nild kas been found to need ceortan

educational services tecause o ore or more disabilities. The Indwviduals with

T

Disabilities Education At (ITE8) r2quiras students vitn disabilities to receive
special education 2nd/0r relzted services. To be consideared a student with
a disability under this lew, your child must raquire sp2cial education and/or
related services becausa of s or mer disabiity In cne ar more of the foliowing
clisabibty categor.as

+ Intellectuzl disasilizy:

+ Hearing imoairrmens

r Speech ar language imsairmisnt,

» Visuzl imparrment;

+ Emetional cisturbance:

+ Orthopsdic irrozirmrear:,

+ Autism

v Traumatic oramn Ly

» Other nealin imrgarrant.
v Speciiclezrnng csasdity
+ Deafress,

+ Deaf-glingras

1w

« Molligls oosaclinss 2

-
o

+ Devaloorarial dalyy

Ask the District to Evaluate Your Child

I you Tiins your ¢l may have & aiseolity that s affaciing his ar ner educabion, YOU Can as4 (ne Cistnct 1o

evaluate your child e geterming whsingr he or she would be eligivle for spacial education (considered a

child with a disaolity urdser 1252 The scmn! district atse cam ask you at any time if you wanit yeur chid iz cs

d.
evaluated if distn

Q275 (RN YOuUr Crild rnay mesd specal sducation, In either case, afier the
scihool aistrict

20 yCar DerTISSIoN (CONsEnt N wining. it muast st tha iitiel (first) evaluation vt
80 calendar cays.

If a Child is a Ward of the State

H 2 child 15 2 ward of the state arnd ro: living itk »

1A

Gr har parent. tha senool district does not need corsant from
serent for ar imiasl evaluztion (o determinz if tne crdd 18 & chilg with a chisatylity in the lollewing siuelions

+ I, desciiz reasonsble efforts to do so. ths scnool disincl cannot locats the child's parent

+ The nghts ¢7 ne gcarants have basn termmalaed or

+ The nghts of the parants havs een assignad by & packia Lo an inderadual who consents (o tne nital eveluanon

A GUIDE TO PARENT PIGHTS IMN SPECIAL EDUCATION | Asrll 2017



An indepengent egucational 2vai.at or

v ales s called an outsicde evaluation. The senool district will pay for thus
outside evaluaton triy f 12 nes 37Ty core 118 own evaluation of your child and you disagrea with what the cistree

found. The purecss 8 (@ 7 rd Ot 2 ynir 2l nesds soRt al education, or continues to need spec al education, THg

person who evaluatas jour shile for Tus culsice evEiuelion camnot work For your child's school distrct. You. &8s 2 pParsn’

have the rignt, a2 any tirm g & arrarge arg oay For &n ouisids evalualion for your child. Once you disagree WITh yoOur
district's evaluaion of your cnile ana 33« ‘o¢ ar ouisicie gvalustion, your district must take one of thesa actions W inout
unnecessary delay

« The scnool 2sTrcs mmust T8l you S0CLT WRS you 2an oblain an outside avaluation of your child on your owsr
and inforrn you oF Tne Ir T3 & rateizany fne sma chEInch 1O paEy for 1L Once the d strict agrees and you get ihe
outside evaluanan, thE disC TSt 08y tme ZOsT. or

v The cisiriCl TILST SLDMYT & "2OLEST T ira Oric Desarimant of Edacation’s Ofice for Exceptional Childran for 2

1 secaus2 L dsagrass witn your recriest for an outside evaluation. This wou g o8

= 2esloan on of wour cnild was approprate.

due process nearng (322 Tag

N

becaus2 thg Qsinil TNAS

Criteria for Outside Evaluations

The same Crigra tna: acghy 1o gvelushons N2

- 1mz gosirict conducis also anoly to outside avaluations thai parents

arrange and ing C13irct 0aus sor, Trgse zoinang nclude Mhere your child goes for the evaiuation and the exgernence

of {he parson who exarnings yous coid. Tne @istrll must 08/ re full cost of an outside evaluation that meets the

strici's Cnisr s

if you raguest 8" 9-15.% NEr 1

of your child (1
do so. Vou only have

child and you G sa8g?’

Onca your crila nas nad &r ouises =gl anor inas mesis tite disiricls Criiena regardless of \who pays for 17, the ¢ sircl
st constler e resuits of el aerzlizn om GRS GE13rmIne ROV it will orovicie your child & free approorigie ouchs

ectucauon (FAPS

The Following Chart Shows the Different Scenarios that Occur When
You Request an Cutside Evaluation

The district agrees to your T - . . .
request and tells you how to he district :trt:ivi';?s:ta:xo:tnssl:e evaluation
atrange this outside evaluation. P 5

-

Y

You already got the outside
evaluation. You want the district The district pays you back for what you spent
to pay for the costs. The district on an outside evaluation.
accepts the evaluation results.

You request the
district to pay for
an independent

aducational evaluation
: ; svaluation 1s not needed. The
(outside GEL T district asks for a due process
R:a;::g ;3;3::?;2 ‘:P:J;:Tm;; f thg he.aring officer d.ecides that tl'_ne di.':tritt’s
was appropriate. evaluation is not apprognate, the district wn!l pay for
the cost of your child’'s outside evaluation,

K ¥ Y |F the hearing officer decides the district’s evaiuation
The district thinks an outside is appropriate, you ean still arrange for your child to
have an outside evaluation and pay for it yourself.

1f the hearing officer decides that the outsidée evaluation you
vou already got the outside arranged was appropriate, the hearing afficer will require
evaluation. The districk files for the district to pay for your costs of the outside evaluation,
a due process hearing to show
that the outside evaluation did If the hearing officer decides that the evaluation you arranged
not meet district criteria. is not appropriate, the hearing officer will not require the
district to pay for your costs of the outside evaluation.




r Written Notice

Overview
A schoel disirict must Givg you 2 writien notice (called 3 orior writtan
notice) within & raasoracie armourt of Lime befora 1t progoses or refuses to

take certan zctions. These sctons inciude the district nitating o changing

the ideniificat or, evaiuat en or egucation placerment of your child ar the
provision of a fres angroor ats public education to your child. Priow wiritten
notice 1s a requirsd special egucaton form.

Prior Written Notice Contents

A prigr written notice must arowide enouah detal to aliow you to
pariicipate n your chilg’s eaucational services decisions in an informeac
way. Spacficzlly the orior writen notice rust rcluds certain contents, as

outlined In the accampany ng cox on this Dage.

Prior Written Notice in an Understandabie Language

Prior wriien nonca must oe crovided 2 enguage that is undarstanag

-
Lve languags or

other meds of cermmunicat or Cnless its clear /Gl oractical fo do so

If the parent s resive ianguage or cthgr mode of COMSTINICATIoN 15 pot 2 i SEMAE i i

written language, t

£ Cisir 1 raeds 1o take si2gs 1o werelly translate
e Orior writian notice, or Sy ereiher undersiandzoie way in the parent’s 3 : : : '
native language or oiner mods o tormmunication. The district will nesd : ; F

to make sure that it can show in writing, that the Bricr written notice was T : i :

transiated pprocriaiely a~d tna: the narant undersiond its contents.

A GUIDE TO PARENT RIGHTS IM SPECIAL EDUCATION
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Fducational Records

Accessibility of Records
The Family Educatioral Tgrog ang Frvacy At (FERDAY (5 a Taderal 13w thiat
gives parents certan PIgRTS 33 INESAECT ara reviEnn wmair couldren’s @QuCaION
records, Rights under FERPA spapaiar frorn tR2 oErents 1o the student wrkan

the studsnt [urns 18 yaars Sic of Cegins allenamg sosrsecondary schodl (2.9.

a college of un ety MRICTEres SCUTS firs:

What Are Education Records?

wWihether cesiain risrmasar AnOUT & Tutent 8 orole ~red by FERPA
dapands on wheires the e frEsis INe maEsn g of egucation recorg

EERPA defines educanor razords 33

1. Records that are Sirecily raias 24 to one so2ofic $Tuent SOMmElmMEs

gehools c3i Tris Cersdr ety dencifigoie inf

SrEtHan, and
5 Records frATar3 4Dt T A0 EELSEIAN S50y S NELTGLON {for

axarnple. yous echae] Getns) of By 2 DAy 3=Ng fne That ageEncy

Maintenance and confidentiality of Records
Edycation résgrss Mey Far St Foatd St 1l L ARy E SoeTE SAATOIas YR
R et el L]
« Pring
v Cormpusar
o Yidao oraidhe 1258 07

o Edrn. rhecegitlnn O grafiens

o
w
L1
U
o
i
L]
w
=
o]
]
[
-4
=
1]
3

collects, 5007

Reviewing Your Child’s Records

Tha school disiict Must allowy you TE FEEe SIS L0 |<is zuscalon racsrdls

without unnagessary dalay and pafgra any 1IED 2am rg o Ay dud

process orocaating i wWnCn I arzapvolizd T

than 45 days iz 102 cata oF your request 10 é yiag 10 wigw (Re red wrcls
You have the reht 0 rves anly nation G B rasncd hal s mEne

your child. Youheve & righnt Lo 854 e ceponl for 20 caplanation of Yol
chitds records You Rave a nght to havs s0rm=20ne o s asting on Yo

Bahalf, examing ting records {such as 2 Frizng o lavye

The district rnay ooz you comes of yaur childle retands e tha
chistrct must coovide you with copesf talyr2 to oo se Al ey ol
from xercsIng your right 1o restend ing recorcs. o always have na v

O recense COgES OF INE IECONSS A7 wOUS SRR

2

A GUIDE TO FARIN



Changes to Education Records

You nave the rignt 1< ask Ine scrool district to changa wrong or misleading information in your child's educatem
racorcis. Your cnild's serocl coes not have to change the education records pursuant to your request (just Baca L se oy
ask), but the scmocl MusT consider your requast. If the school decides not to change your child's recerd 35 you & s ,ao

the scnocl must Tail y2u trat you have the right to a h'earlng to talk about the matter,

After the hearing, If 1~g szncol 51l decides not to change an education record, you have the right to include yous ¢
staternant on the matta in your cnild's record. This statemant must remain a part of your chiid’s record. Tre cCct i cn =
write @ statemeant 10 go n your cnild s record exists only if the records contain wrong infoermation. You canno® i so 3.CH

astaiement (0 challenge 3 grade your child has received. an mdwictual's apinion or 8 substantive decision macs By e
scnool about your child

Sharing of Education Records

Usually. the scrool disirct must g2t your perrnission in writing f 1L wants to share education records that dersf

N o
child with someors o1fer than you. However, tners are soma instances when your permiss on is not regured. "0 Firg aur
roore &bout when 3 district Zoes nol have 1o get YyOLIr Wweitien perrmssion to share records, see FERPA general g widance

for parents ontme 13,0

L)

gcarimant of Education’s website at wrwed.goy

b

LE



It you are concarred ahCLT TNe 2CLCETON OF YOur ~hile with a disability, the first step is 1o work with your scheol ehistnas
To begin, conizct ;2.0 5oLCErl § T23Cran Of your TSl ci's special educaion cliractor. Tell tha person whar you ara TmrRite

1f you and the gistr el 4o Tet sgrea accul your concarn, Thare are viays you can vrork together to solve ine archleT
b !

These prOCe5sEs Td/2 ‘grmal namas that your soncol district may usa, but this guida will help you urderstang wNatitise
narnas mean eng row Yo arc Te@ 3CHOCH AN TEID youY child. The following section ciascribas thase pProcesses Or Matroas

you can Lse 0 pard TN S Lr I cl

Administrative Review

cnoch 2isTr T s Jecizon ragarding ihe education of your child with 3 disability you can suormit 2

~ ristranon. In r8300MsE. your district suparintendent (or a designes) wil conduct an
adrinisirativa rgy ew Trs rzis s may nclucs 20 adrinisiralive heanng.

Tha revyiew 8730 108 oMl EIIve T2AITG i omg s held, must occw at a iné and place thal works for all ragurrec
parucipants Satr ;0L ANC INE EIOEL CAN Y -a gorars 10 avend ihe raview or adrimstranve haarnng, For 2eapls Yo
could imaTe e fET ly rramors of 2 ieamn somacne knovdedgeaable about special 2ducauc, or a8 lawyer ¥ your 2l

s aclucated n & LrograT AT 2 & Courly 82E I 07 deszloprnental cisabiliies or otnar public 2quzaion agency e

Q

dignrics MLt T L I T B acart 37 aGECCy TIrIre 20N strauya raviaw

1 rewvegming Trs Bt s ezt toresolse the d sygraement 2boul your cinilz’s

sugarnergsnt I’ soll =33 COTA 333 0T IR O samresment and make & decson Once & §2TI5Tr 3

SnE SUDEANIETGETT MLET TTT g o, 1T VLINgG ~f tpa GoCis T THis mMusl happen W trun 20 days of wnan you Brs rounEz

o chsiricT 80Ut o oroen

Additional Processes You Can Try

If you nave came a- ri3 orocEss and you 30 N TR0 cistrict sull @0 not agree about how 10 rasolve ins Srocia™
shore Bre MOrs 012025583 40U 37 Ty WWhide you &78 Nlt -aquired] 10 rECURST BN BCAMINISUAlVE (202 Gefore Movirg or 1T

tho othar ClaCULE casolution SroCesses 15 e ~curagse There are auid sional ophions you CaN use to rosoleo e praciem

Tra Qo Dapanment of Savecation's Office o7 ZvcapTonal Chitdran canget involved and assist you with Jous feGuast To7

aclgiimoral 120l 2T kol resoh/2 your CONCeNs. Tie fallwaing enninigs can also halp you

B 937- -
:e Suppert Team (Regor = = ) &1 fohong # _,J'ﬁ it @4

sl a0k with you

arnily consutiant a1 the State Sapport Tk

vour local arant maniorn i wour scnool cistnCl MRS 008

s marer mentor 0rovides nformznion ard supsont 12 famihas of & child vt & cisadiiy and s0nia

Sistacis THE Darent rreniodnis a chazeint omoloyas and alao & naren{ of a chitd with a chgamil by

James Kidwell (3131625-5643 Oliva Helon (304)972-94

. Eor rmore informaiion contact

-

Omin Coszliion for tna Soiucation of Claren vt Sigabinine: (OZECD!

- T OCECD s sraLevLTis NONGIOEHT Grga e At serses fnineligs oF infans, dgciars, ciuludese A

youih with Aisabikiizs o O, ard 23u 3 who provicle servicas Lo tharn QCECTFs
crograms helo garsnis Decome INorrnad 870 wa rapresentatives for thalr chwldrenn il

acjysational $2AGs.

- Forinore miornmnation. conzact the OCZCD ot (74 w3




Early comolaint rescluticn s wwnen you attempt to settle your cifferences with the school district informally srd e

cically
tilizing other disoute rasolution ootions. Someone from the Ohio Department of Educaiers O ffee &n

before you star: or

Exceptiona! Cailgrar will work with you to help vou address your questions and concerns about your ehiles eQu s znier
The Ohio Deparimeni of Zducation ancourages early complaint resolution before you ask for more forral croce ssas
such as wristen complainis or due process hearings. You rmay contact someone at the Chio Department of Z¢uC asior s
Office for Exceptional Chrildren 1o halg address your questions and concerns about your child's education. 7o tall<x -5
someone aocut 2arly comolaint resolution, please contact the Deparirnent

tsy

(]1

ecncne (814 465-2650. or toll-fres at (877) 644-6338 or

+ By email: exceptionaichijldrenideducation.ohio.gov.

: Facilitation
If you are concerned abeoul tne evaluation or reevaiuation of your child for spacial education. or atout your chilcf '

Indivicuahzed Zcucaticn Program (1IEP), an option called faciltation roight work for you.

Facilization1s wiran you 25« ine Deoariment to arrangs for 2 facilitator to atiend a meat ng of your crild’'s 2usication

or IEP t2am (you also ar2 ¢ memoer of this team), Th2 scheol distrct can also make & ragquest 10 the Deparimenmt §

ora
faziliator 57 are of 1nese ~meetnds invelving your chid's special edasaton. You and the district must bois a agre (o mavae
th2 fachiizicr orssens

The Purpose of Facilitation

Facliianon 15kes 2lac2 n g t2am meeung. such &s en indivduzhred coducation program team meetng, evaluaion
planning meelng or 2vsluetion isam masing Tne f2zlitator is & nautral ihird party /o 15 not & Mmemosr 27 I7e taare

and does not maks cecis ons for the team. Having a fzcilinator nelps tiv2 t2am oz oroductive and stey focis2d om e

student. Facl 1atsrs are grofassioral mediaiors who hava been tranerd by the Office for Excepnional Chilsican
aclucaticn orccessas

N gsoecal

Yo ¢an request "acl taten any time Once you €3, you and the scnocl district muss both agree to partcoaiz 17 yvou catn

agree, ina Offce for Zxe2gt onal Cnidren will give you choices of a facilitator 1o direct the maat ng. ¥ vou and ti

cannct agres on & faoihiiztor the office will assign ona for yau Thare 5 no cost Lo you: or tn2 clistrict for fachiiztioe

The Facilitator:

+ RemainNs 2 nauiral thrd-party (does no*
or tne districi):

sia2s ar vidrk [ar you

» 1s ¢ orofessiorally tranad mediator (2 quzali 2d porsan wine ralasg
asolve Qispuies)

.L

a3 Deen tranzd o and “nows aboul specal sdieation iy as
nd reguiramenis

» Lz not oart of your chuld s 1EP or avaluation 122

+ Doegs not maks decisions but gudas the t2am o fng vl

+ H2l05 o open U Ccontersalion between you and (he gt

+ Ha2eps the mesting o track 2nd helps 10 haeo evaryona rasoasify
of the orocess: and

= Keeps the team focused on vour child and vour child s needs

A GUICE 70 PAREMT RIGHTS IN SPECIAL EDUCATIO



Key Points to Remember About Facilitation:

+ Facilitation is voluntary.

e sra sonocl isinict must agres 10 ha part of the process I the parent ang ira
raye 3 facligior at & mesiing. thie closs NOE Maan you have to agyree Witn the disrict
ma rnesTIngG O 2GIIE AT v tre meahing turns oul Parents are atways allowed (0 have 17a &

+ Any agreement made during a tacilitation meeting is generally binding. This means that both the parent and the
school district have to follow the agreement after the decision is mutually made.

Apyy document trat re parant anc district 5Ign about your child's evaluation or IEP carres 172 52™=
magal 33 QOTLIENIS TNSY S gred &1 any other IEP or evaluation team meeling

clizsmor, visit ine Ohio Deparimant of Eciucation websiie at ecducation.onio.gay 2o

{1

Cor mors miIrmMETCn BLeul

searcn facilitation.

To Request Facilitation

Contacs your schoc cistrict s special educaion ciractor to see 1f tha district1s v ling to participaie In this orocess
S . . 8177835 N
Kristin Unversaw a1 937-783-5040 . Once both parties agrae to

particpate in facititazion. please contact the Ohic Departrmient of Education's Office for Except onat Crildran

« By teleshena: (614) 466-2650, or tol-frea at (B877) 54AA-6338. or
» By oameh 3t exzeptionalchildremd education.chio.gov.

A Fao
Mediatior

sqgaiznion 3 when parents andih
nauseat trurd-oaniy crofessional corme 16 8 M
an agragmient ooul e seizzation of @ stadent with & ¢isaslity or &

Tusent wnG s suspected of nenng 2 d sablity. Tnird-037ty (1means thal

Ul

shyg parson 35 called tre med@l0r GOEs NOT 1342 5 Jdzs and doss nu
MoK for Of 31T o0 DEN2 2 5%tz parent or ng daInCT iqacieuon 15 ong

croce for cararis =no Csircis gny Lime |ners 5 chzagreasmen) nvabving

vour thig s 582 al ggiucaucn,

Mediation is Free and can Be Reguested Any Time

PlodiaTen cEn o8 ratuastsc atany tirne, Orics rischalH s R S EAl
you and T2 soncob disirict minst DTN &grEe 10 DA Joeih
If you 0307 3572 19 paruCpels e Cffica (or Evcsotenal t

g /e you CHQICEs &7 3 machator 10 dirgct Ing MEDIaTan MAINng 1 s
anao the disingt are unagle 10 agres &N d medhaiar e Il mesic

one for you Tre ahediator cannot tall you NEW Yok st reanlve 1T 155U

A solving your chilcl's seetis aducanon. Ratnes e g natos reakas G

sizies CHsCUss T2 TONCErTE rotving your child and fndla s =lietith

1 ye o 1o make a formal complam: of 254 i n gLie prOCEds
haarng (122 napes 17-25) sa Qg Departmeant o Esnicanion will a5

you to thitte #0uE rnoshansn as 2 first sten, Thers 12 1o cost Lo Y=

ihe chstrizs fo rmachation.




Overview of the Mediation Process

Fi
'y
4

1 'r .
Request for Mediation Agreementrbl?'d
Mediation Meeting Reached‘{ﬁ

You or the school
district can ask the
Chioc Department
of Education for
mediation at any
tme. If you file a
complaint or ask
for a due process
nearing, the
Department will
offer mediation

as a first step.
Both you and the
district must agree
to use a mediator,

The mediator is a
neutral third-party.
You and the schos!
district must agree
upon a mediator,
The mediator

will schedule a
meeting as soon
as possible, The
Department pays
for the mediator

fou and the school
district each share
Your concerns

The mediator helps
you seitle the
dispute and come
to a final, written
agreement.
Genarally, nothing
that is said during
the mediation can
be shared outside
the meeting or
used in fuiure

legal proceedings,
uniess an
exception applies.

The written
agreement is
binding and both
the parent and
the school district
sign it. Binding
means that the
parent and school
must follow the
agreement and

a court can
enforce it.

If an agre= ement
is not rea <hed
in mediat ion,
and you Filed a
state comiplaint,
then the €D ffice
for Exce tional
Children il
resolve thm e
complain t. If an
agreemert |s
not reach ed in
mediatior and
you filed for due

process, Ehen a due

process Myearing
comes next.
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The Mediator:

s Damars 3 TELTE TIEG-0ary ‘eoes not take $des of Yiord for you or ihe clistrict)

v |5 not allewed 1T maxE decisons. Instead the mediator helos you and tha school chstnct resol.z

the rssua (rUChing yoL7 -rild’s education

+ \Morus wite jou and g scroel district 1o decide 0N awir tten madiation agreemeant

« Woens the megalon Mestng on track and nelps o keed everyana respectiul of the process.

s Koeps suaryore sscusad on the siucent and the student's nasds

« Hcios goen LD COrYETEELOn panween you and the schaol district

Key Points to Remember About Mediation
. Mediation is voluntary.

— Botnin ~a the school districl must agree to ba nart of the Process } the parent gnC ire
4 B-Tedi zr-epate i madiaton. IS does not mean you have to agree with the chstrc: &7

e msett ¢ smroe mith how Tne mieaning tJrns oul
+ Mediation is confidential.

— Zyerythng s:Qan the reedialicn meeung generally remains confidantiat (privaie) and canrot 02

[
I
M
[#]

2rar, urless an 2xCEOUON apphes.

. Any written agreement made during mediation is generally binding. This means that both the parent
and the school district have to follow the written agreement after the decision is mutually made.

LepdoTument INEs -k=z parent and dEINTT SN zhout your cnilds @valusiion 07 |EP carries ire
12D o gualuation Rarm mesnng

zarE e GNI 23 S T Inahag L bt ] irey 3IgTEU G &

To Request Mediation

Contact your school cistrict's special aducahion dirsctor o

Kristin Unvesaw 4t 937-783-5040

¢ in redistian, pleass contact the Ohic Deparunant o7

se2 f tha distnet is walling to pariicipate In his Process.

_Onca both part g3 3gre¢ Lo

Darticis Ecucation's Office for Excaptional Childran:

v 2y toleshent rE14y J68-2650. or toll-frao at (877) 644-6358: or

» By gmail &t excr.ptianar-thiIdren@educa;ion.ohio.g-ﬁv.




Another ccter availadle to you if you have a concern about vour civld's special education, is to make a ‘or~al
b P

siate cornclaint in writing agairst the school distnct or other public agency and submit this comelan 22 1ne 2Mi o

Deparimant g7 Zducancn’s Office for Excentional Childran

There is No Cost to File a State Complaint

Tnere is no cost te file a stata complaint. The state complaint process generally gets the problem rasclved ‘aser
than a due orecess heanng and is less adversarial tor confrontational) than a due orocess hearing

. 7o e 3 state
comelaint, you must sand your signed. written complaint (the or ginal varsion) to the Office for Exceotieral Chicran
and you must serd & ¢opy of the complaint directly to the schoo! districs.

Yfour comclaint must include a statement of an alleged violation of federal or state special education requiramen ts
{an allzgec viclation of ine individuals with Disabilities Education Act or the Ohio Operatirig Slandards for 1ne

Ecucatior of Childrer with Disaoilities). The complaint does not need to include the name or citaticn of a snes f <
laws, Cut 't 20%s need to s1ate a specific action or inaciion the district took thas you believe to n2in wnolazen i a
special education recuiramant. Also. you must include facts in the cornplaint (o SURPOrT wiy you think ,our 2isiric:
nas viclatsc ne soecial education raguiremans

State Complaints Review

«czptienal Childran will review and, if necessary, Invesuigate a prooerly filed comolaint 2rd deisr v ~e

sinct ras sclaied a soecial education requirernant ralated 1o your child's ecucation. 2sc a thirg-
Darty - Thal s 2 0ersen 0iher Than you, Or 31 agency or orgenization othar than the schocl distrct - 2a2a il

cornslmnt vt the Deoarirent £ it belizves tnat the chstrict has violated 3 soecial education racuramant o

£ state comelant ray be filzd with the Deparimeant any tung within ane year of tne ellegacd speciat aducaton

violaiion, sny 2emelaint thas allages violations that occirad mora than one vear from the datg the complan:

SPAs

fSlzd wilt net L2 investhigated/rasolvad

How to Make a Formal State Complaint

17 yeu woule Lz to make 2 formal state complaint regarding soecia
sclucalion. ;o mus?

Compleie tne state complaint form and sand i ta the ORia

Caegarimert of Educanen s Office for Excenuanal Chilgren, o

* Write a complang letter, o

Cali ths Decarimant’'s Office for Exceptonal Childrern sia®f a;
1-877-624-8323 and request a complant forra. winch you wii fill
out and r2turn to the Departrnant

A GRUIDE TO PARINT BIGHTS IM SPECIAL EDUCATION | sl
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Where to Send Your Complaint

YouP CorTmiE e TRl DF SATT I3 both tre O Deeartmant of
Ecucanor's OFf o2 for Zxsstnora Crdd-ar and o the school

chisirict 5 Sooer mrspEart &7 102 3aME T

gend th2 orgiral somelani o

The Omo Deoari—ac: of Zoucaton

Fiice for Zecsotonal Chuldren

o

Aroe AsEiETANT Lwracicr o Dheoute Resolulion Seciion
28 South front SvEsl
Mail Stoc 209

Colurbus Ohic AZ2E-218T

Abeyance

ABEyanCE MESrs DuiTng s N s=are complaint on hold. If you and
rhve sohoal digteict e palyed & dues orocess beaning, Al ecthior you
ot qistrist alsd fiz 3 sLate comolaint on the SEmMa 1I5UES. the Qo
Departmant of Sducater arll gt tPe stats compiant on hold. I othar
wiards, the Degarimant e I wais unsl the dus procSss 15 ovar before
resclvicg goLr B1303 comoiant [ o wisigiraw yoeod dug process haan ]
reguess e DecarimEr LW | t2ag "ng $7a%e comiplEnl out of ADTANCD

ana orossan it etk of your comzlEn.

saemg SOTACS 8Nl 3 dooisan oy The wasartial hoanng
affizar (=] 5 Mads Inen Ine Caparimen: will 12x2 Ine $LaLe cormodain;

our of asayerce 12 reschve il cnly IF i55u2e alill rennar i youer camshain

- AT ICEr

shac weerE MO CECIERD LDTN LY e haaring

-
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2parimant “ecevas your state complaint, so long as it 1s properly fited, it will start raviewing

tand, =33
Tvestgaie ine alleged violation(s) of specizl education requirements. The Office for Excactional Cni k dres
MUsSt 72501 e 1ne comelaint within 60 calendar days from the date it recerved your complaint.

£s gert of the comglaint pracess, the Office for Exceptional Children wili:

Review your comolaict and decide if it has the authority to resclve the zllegations in your complaint

Tell bein you and the school district in writing of the allzgations that it will resalve, inciucling an investgat 1an
(f recessary)

Offer red ation or facilitation to both you and the district as an alternative way of resolving t1e comclain t
+ As« for more information it may need from you and the district about the allegations in vour comolant

Revew adcivonal documents and information provided by you and the district, conduct telephione intary { ewe
and v your child's dhistrict, as it deterrnines necessary:

» Offer your d sirci the chance to respond to your complaint and offer a resolution: and

* Write z |etter informing toth you and the district of its dacision ahout whetner g speciel educanon volglicr rag

occurred (afier concluaing its review and invast gation. if necessary. and no more than €0 calernczr 23ys From The

date T r2caves your compiaint).

Timeline Extensions

Tne Decariment —ar nave m—orz than 60 cays to resolve the compla nt and 1ssue tne letter with s daision Merz g

TME exianscn A 2ntersinn of the 80-day umeling to resolve the siate complaing can oe mads e

* fou ard inz sorool distrel agree for maore tirne so you hoth can try to resolve the proclerm Frruor rmsstiaros,

faclizticn or sams oiner meaans of altarnative ¢ souie resolulion, or winen

+ Tners arz excagional circumstancas (determ ned by the Ofiice for Excepuonal Childran gn 2

C888-C%-T852 Dasis;

Improper Filing

I tne Offics for Excastional Children deterrmines that L you have not oroperly filect a
chia not

siata comclant Decause you
ncluds all of the necessary information aboul the 1szus that you want to have resclved ori tha Off ¢z ‘or

Sxceotonal Crlacen do2s not have autnority Lo inves: gaie the comlant, the Office for Exceptional Childrar will sand

you & letiar tnat eaplans why 1215 not mov ng forward wits resolving your complani. the reason for [ris decis on ard

v apolicacie, irformation that you need (o include n a naw « i E

for it 1o be connidered prooerly filed

Resubmitting the Complaint

If you hiave to resubmit tne complaing with newr informaion. maks surs 10 send the complaint to ihe Cric

Departmant of Zducation and the school district within o1z year of whan the alleged special educanion v clation
oceurrad ¥ yvou have included issues i your compiain: thas i # Dipartment does not have authority 1o resolve 11w

refer you to ressurzes Lo adsress these issuss, as aporoonais,

SOGUIDE TO PARENT RIGHTS IM SPECIAL EDUCATION Al 2nih 3



State Complaint Process: Timeline and Key Sleps

Complaint filed within a year of the alleged violation.

Filing a Parent provides original to the Ohio Department of

Complaint

Education and a copy to the district.

Complaint alleges violations of special education
requirements with supporting facts.

Pt
It 1= e

TgiDepartment ...

of Education

- Resolution.

The
Department
Sends a
Letter
of Findings

Ohio e ] The Department sends an acknowledgement letter to the
Ft';nent vk individual who filed the complaint and the school district.

4 The Ohio Department of Education sends an insufficiency
I letter if the complaint is not properly filed, ot if the Department
el does not have the authority to resolve it.

The Department reviews all documents and
requests additional documentation/information
as needed.

The Department interviews the appropriate
individuals, as needed.

The Department makes determinations about
each allegation and whether there is @ special
education violation.

The Department issues corrective actions
where the district has been found to be
in violation.




Gre 'way parerts can resclve certain concerns about their child's spacial education with therr schoc! &istrcs is t e

SLOMIT & r2613st for a due orocess hearing d rectly to the district. while forwarding a cogy o the Cric Decartr, ent of

Sducatigr. Whren you e this. you have filed a dua process camplsint (aiso called a dua process recuest) Trere  ara

oihers wno &r file 2 due process complant

* Studlent ¥ atleast 18 years old.
* achool fisrict or

+ Other cuohe 2ducation agencies.

Reasons to File

A due orccess camolaing may be filed for concerns involving the following
areas of your Zrild's spacial education:

*+ Iddentification of 2 child with a disability:

Evahraucn of a child with & disability;

=ducaneonal clacemen: of a child with a clisability, or

e delivery of 2 frae approoriate public ecducation (FAPE) to your child

The aue oroczss comelaimt must allege that federal or staie spacial education requirements nave ozen viclated

and

rMust o€ e wih e two years of the date the paran: (or pubhe eclucation agency filing the corrciaint krew or should

have «mown gboul tne allegzd soecial education viclation azissue Whanever the Chio Degertrens of Educat

WOy

GuE Brocess fearing comolaint. the parents and sehool d stnict involved must hase the chancs 1o Cartic

LICHIGTS

3
Q
{1
L

£ Orocess nearing. The due procass hearing 15 a format proczeding in which an imoarial nearng oflizer g

2 D2gartment o conduct a hearing to resolva tha dus process comola n

Information to Include

The Dzeartment orovdes a form that can be usad to request & duz process hearing. Tna person or public aducaron

agancy suomiling ine request does not have to use the Departiment’s form. but Lhat cerson or organization myst still
ncluce this raguirsd imformation when submitting a dus process complain:

1. The studenis name,

2. Tre student's addrass Or CONLACT in‘ormation

3. The rarre o the scnool district

If your crild s homeless, available contact inforrmation far your child and the narme of the schocl yaur chilg

the spaciiic problem concarming your civld. a5 wall as facts about the problem gnd
B,

deas or suggestons (o solve the problers,
The cue orocess complant must contain the same delalad NForMeEllon as a stals complant (32e page 181, Noweyar an
engnal signature 15 not required. It can be debvered (o the school disinct and the Deparument in 0arsor Dy mail, fax
or email. Issuas that are not included in your onginal cuz process comalant valt not be revizwed by ihe nesana oificer
curing the due process hoarnng.

A GUIDE TO PARENT RIGHTS 1M SPECIAL EDUCATION  Anel 2017



Amending a Due Process complaint

fmerorg 3 duLE CroCess ~amalaint is updasting the complaint after it has slraaciy been subrmitizd 1o 7@ pctart

. Teaci;er OEFTy 30r2es 10 he amnended due process cornglaint in wting, and s given he QOCo Iurity Ve TesDIvE

-F& corglang Thrcugn @ resoluton meeting (resolution meeting 15 cizscribad on pags 235y or

raimcasnal rearing oiiicer gives perm:ssion, The hearing officer may give such permission uc 72 g 28yS
ferp @ OuE Orocess nearing begins, but not after that.

If you file @ due £rCess complaint 2gainst your child's schaol district, within 10 calendar days of rece /ing your civs
process comglart sha chistricl MUSt give yOu Driar W tten notice or a response regarding the allegec s08&cC al scucsicor
solancn, unkess tne Fstact has already gwven such & notice (sea page 9), The prior written notice tnal 1ng ¢ strict giies

you must inchoyz

. 2 pascrouen of tng gction that your request or cornplaint 15 abous. This could be an action 172 5T IT METTRC S

taks of an 2cton it rafusad 10 taxe. The district also raust explmin N iis rasponsa wiy the sancel »i
the aCcl.cn 2T raf,sed 1o take the action.

« Agaszaoier o &l methods it used to avaluais your chld records about your chlc ang regoris Toe JISTHCT Lsed

[¢]

tn make 3 205N 0 rake the achion of NOT tace the action,

¢ &L omagoeptos 3 aTngr choices tha IED tearn considersd for your chitl and the raason(sl wiy T 72 8020 Hatel-t

SrCue” ~fasmar fzgiors tnal were relevani io ing chztricis clalision 1o (248 Cr nOT 1akE 37 SCLET

m
m

Tz aomgol GaTY O 313G TLETEIVE YU INFOTTMEson zbout fra2 o lovi-Co5T 12da helo ana ciner rs

(217 15 filec 3QAINSt YOU &5 (ne parant yau must respond 10 the comola i At~ iC calgrsas Tays

W
[¢]
Ly
i
[¢]
2
[
n
sl
i
w
al
[§]
41

- scaafically address Lhe 155425 18 sad in Lha due process comnlaint

Tha Cuz Dracass sametaing will 98 considerad cufficien (rEnag L1 /as Propany flacly wnless Tns OITTET DETLY
Aot as oot Tne rmoarisl neanng officar and iha narly wao s omitied the complaing alizging el T ao=Ss not meerl

2 ing rensrernanis 2L INal s N uificient). The oinar parly MUst chaliznge the sufficienc ofnme oL2 0roless
L ! 3

cormolmnt A anurg wWiEnm '3 calendar ¢ays of wiisn (he ous Procass carnolant was racaned

Zar zsmole [ yOu UL & dug Grocess CoOMpIRirL 15 e ¢Usirict (angi forsard & Cooy Lo the ORia Dacarimant o

Zaucazsion) 11wl ©2 considerea sufhicient unless thz distnct Jotised Ui hearing officer 10 wOLrI arc witman 15 diavs

-pat 1 doas maT tink your racuest has oeen oropesty flzd Then 2 naacng officer has fve czlariar aays frant wrnen
[

e Or §N8 rECEy s your disinils WATIEN AOLCE 10 OeCIIT I JIur sius Craes omglzint s suifimart Ihat 2 rmEcis 1N
due progess camelant racurements idsniified on pags 21, Tha neanng ofhcar also must send ns of ner deoion @

e and ihe dsinet iy enng. witivn 35 days

¢ g Paaeng off cer detices hat vour dag orocss comalaing s st

pa-fla A nsr Qus orocess COmMDANT Or arpend e engingl foem Eny wgg ool &3

has a chanca o rasglve the situation through & ranolotion roeEn g O T aring ofi.car granis parh 30 A0 kgl thar

fye Gays Delors siart of the hearng

# you do arovly amend yous due Process Comiplant. inar sme 30-may rEasnno garod (582 pags 230

pegns when you Nz tine amended cornplant.

AL ESLILATEIND hnd P A
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Resolution Period

Tre resoluticn ceriad is the time period between filing a d

ue process complaint and the actual due crocess rearrgs |
The resolution cericd |

Avalves a resolution meeting which nrovicles an oppeoriunity, once more. ic r2solve
sducaton disputs before the hearing officially begins. If yo
ine resolution orccess, this will delay the star{ of

ing soeciay
u filz a due orocess cormplaint but ther fait 1c cartcinatas n

the due process timelines (more on the timaines oelaw).

The resolution ceriod is 30 days from the date the due process complaint w

vas fled (or from tng date fre comralart svas
orooerky amendsd). If the school district has aot resolvacl the dus

process complaint to your seusiactcn Qy Ng tMme

30 days mave passed. (he due process heanng may proceed. Once the 30-day resolution period erds thers s 2 45- ay

nmeline for the due crocess nearing and for thae rapartial hearing officer to make a decision (see cage 243 uriass YU

a3nd the district have zgreed to mediaton that goes past the 30 days. Also note that the 3Q-day resoluticr cerod cos uld
snd sarly if, during those 30 days. you and the chistrict agrea in writing that no agreement is possitle

Juring the 30-day resalution penod. and within the first 15 calendar days of receiving the due orogess corrolaim ¢

the schocl district ust senedule a resolution meziing. If the diistrict dees not hold tne rasslution maesng w thim

'S calendar days or doss not pariicioate in the resalution mesting. you may request for the near ng office to o g
ne 45-cday due grocess Fearing timebne. The district is not

dug precess comolamg

required 1o schedule a resoluticr mesting If 11 fled tine

Resolution Meeting

T1e ouroose of tna resolution rmeat: N9 1S 10 gIvE yOu AN OpRoriunity 16 discuss the proslems in tne cometant

370 700 N2 52real Csingt (o hava the chance 1o woark vith you towards a resolulion, The resceorsitidity s on tha
district o call tre resolution meeting and You ere requirad (o parikcipats. 1t you do not pa 2ten he resolution
misaer:

wgening and the disrict docurments your lack of periiciPaiion. the dhstr ol can ask the hoar ng oricer 1o d'sTIss

FCar due orocess complaint 2t the end of the 30-day perioct

‘ou and e school district decide which mermbors of the IE® team should attend the resolution mealng. Ths

meeling must include the school district reoresantalive wha has auiherity 1o mae dacisiors for tne disirici.

The district’s lawyer will not attend this meating unloss you ¢hoose 1o have your bawyer there. This meeung is a

requiradd sten n ina resclution process unless you anc the distict ageze 10 whting 16 wawe ths rasolution meeling

or you and e distric agree to use macim-oﬁ in place of tng rasobitic N meeuny. You and the dist«icl are cermittad
o rmachate past the 30- -day resolution period if vou baih agee 1o ¢do so. Tnis will orevent tha A:; day Jue OroCeEss

nEanng and cecision timaline from starting

If you and the aistrice solve your disoute a7 the resobution meelrg you toinimust sign a legally tinding agraernent that
v Sets forin what will now hapoen in wrizing:

* s sigred by Soln you and a district representaiive; s
A court €an enforce.

—2gally binding means thad if yvou ar the schoal cistrict do not stick 1o
Jou or the districi o o so

the agreement, @ Court Can require adher

f either you or the school district decide not 10 agrez, after signing te sgreamant. eithar of you can cancel the

Agreemaent within three business days of signing if.

f you and the school district have reached an ayre=mant abiout the due wrocess comzlant before the 30-day

resolution period is ovar, the complamt will be closect and thara vl be no cus process hear ng conducted.
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2 cue OroCEss TEENTG nust be scheduled and canducted at alocation

amd Lo 1TET EF -zzsorachy convenient for you and the schoo disirct.

- g officar all contact you and the district at tha sars2
Dirne wnAngyer o pmmanicabion Is nesaded during the haaring process. In
orrar weords, 2l zoniact oetamesn tne impartial hearing officar. you and the

chstrict il PeCeen sagesner and not separaiely

The 43-c13y CLT OfTCESS nearing umehne (and far the impartial hearnng
officer o ME42 2 dacision) Degins afer the 30-day resolutian penod ends

or after ore Of TnesE rapcens

» You arc ing ~isIrict egree n Writing 1o wave (nat 1o hava) tha
rasolLT Cn MmEeting. or

. Omce wou begin QIsCUSIITG the 1ssues in & resclution meating or
~echanor meennyg you and the clistrict agree in waling tnat No
agrearment s COss hiz or

. wou arc ina disiric agred A writing to go bayond the 30-day
ragoluzion period ST You can continue 1o iediate, and then eiingr
Jou of Tne 2isinct sntndraw from the mediation OroCess.

reanng officar egraas Lo gz maee Lme (ar n othar

«-enzony a1 ihe reguast of prig of tha Pari@s wWitin tne

abez tng ialiguenng wall take place

. Trz,ganry Must o gld
v A omganng SeTsicn mnust be reacned. and

of e decsian MUst be sent by cerafizd mall te bain yod
and the scnoo! disifici. &5 well as to the O Departrient
=

A lezst iue da&yE peiare iha Clug Orocess hearing wou and ins [Fatatelel
ol sorico rmust Garnoicate \n & chsclosura coniarance. Tris 1% 2 CONYErI2Uan
to Mahs surs het morh you and e district kase tha infonmaiion iz i

e arssanizdl &t ine heanng

education.chig.qov .

& GUIDE TG FAREMT RIGHTS 1M SagCiAL EDUC ATILS Ao R

L d



Hearing Rights

bl

72 Cug crocess heanng, you have the right to

a —aup

&ve yCur child who is the subject of the hearing present:
Fscuesitral ine heaning be open to the public

* Save your lawyer or people with special knowledge of children with dicabilities be with yoL ard advise yo ;)
resant 2vidence (proof), confront and cross-examine (question} witnesses and requirs the atterganrce of

WITNSSsEs
‘sgan,

ire nearing will address only the issues you raised in your due process compiant urless tne distnca t agraes
0 let you raise new i1ssues)

=orid any evidence being introduced that has not bean showr Lo you &t ieast five ousiness cays cefora ine ne oS- ng: and

* AL nO ZOSI 10 you receve a word-for-word wiatten, or if you prefar elacironic, record o e fearrg. and a MYy records

of fridirgs and decisions.

If You Are Accompanied by Any Advocates Who Are Not Lawyers

If you are accompanied by any advocates who are not lawryers, these individuals are not entitled to recew e
attorney s (lawyer's} fees (or any fees for the'r services) from the other party. The advocate cannot practica |as

'L

at the hearing and the advocate’s involvement may be kmited during the proceading

Expedited Due Process Complaints and Timeline

Ar e«ceditad due 0rocess heanng is a hearing with fasior imelnes tha: fachiaie faster resclut o0 of cerig - specia|
JLCal O SOUTEs. Either you ¢r the cistrict can submit & raquast for an oxoedied due ©roCess nearng N those Situatons
arky tf

1. Youdisegrse vin a scnool distnict’'s decision ab=ut your chulg s ad
=

' Thig was tne result of the schoot disciptin g your ik or
2. You disagraz w T the results of a maruiestalion detarmmianian or

3. The scrool dsiriet believes your child's curren: educabional glacement (orogram or sarises] 15 substans ally

Ikely ta result in injury to vour child or othors

The expedited cue process complaint meling includes a resalu: on p2riad of 15 calendar days 2nd 2 nearing tirmaling

o 20 s¢hool days. Tre school district must schadule o resolution mesiing wiihin seven calendar tays of r2ceming a due

process complant After an expedited due process hnaring ends, th= heanng officer hag 10 serool days to »

ol Cays 1o wirile 3 fiia

decision andt orovide 1T 1o you and the district. No exira Gme will b arddza curing an 2xzedinec cud oroCess Cormplant,

e e s

4

28



ST LB P (i |

Tre cecisior mace 0 re mpartial hearing oféicer at the conclusion of the dug process nearng s ~ra! srizss 7e

aggniavec Serty sLom ts an appeal directly with the Onio Dapartment of Education wiihn 23

Q.

cec sion. A BGEMiEVeC party is @ither the parent or the district whan the hearng officer's ¢e2c. 3”7 5 773 Flota-Tol L= 20

sne party [whiCh Mmesns that the party did not preva b]

How to Appeal the Hearing Officer’'s Decisions

1o apesel the nearng officer’s decision. you must send a copy Cf your zpozal In wniting 1o e Ceparimment anc

-lg szl sy

3 cioy Of ihe scczal o the superintendent of your school district. The Dapariment will marre & 51872

citcer (rawvieny STfizar) W0 conduct an impartial renews of the dus procass cizcision. Tha Onmo Decariment 5f

Sducanon will oay for tne caview officar. The revievs officer vi Il examing tne racords of the enive Cue Brocess N2anng
In adgiticn, The rev.ew oéficer will make sure the hearing followed tha ciua process requiremants sro saex zdditionrs
spdence s AararrineC Hecessary. The review officer can request oral or wrtIen argumsents frop O N3 TNe 3TN

disiricr IF the ravew officer conducts 8 hearing 1o Cons car oral argumanis all the hearing fignis (522 C&4S 25y ha

o

w

ra afforaes W yoLina chue process hearing are kewnsa afforded o you aaring the haarng.

To Reguest an Appeal of the Impattial Hearing Officer’'s Decision

You meay onect to the decision of the imparual heanng offices (appaal) in writing within 45 calengar days

of racaiving the deCision. Senci your appeal to

Snio Decarimnent of Education
CHice for Excepuonal Children
Dispute Rgsclufion Seciion

235 Seuth Froat Street

Mail Srop 209

Columius, One 43215

For aciniznal assistance, please call the Ohio Dzgeriment of Ed smatien Oftice for Except onal Cruldren at
(8147} 258-2850 or toll-free at (877) 544-6338.

Timeline/Extensions

Ao 30 gays aftsr ing Denarimani reCaisas yo s red (=51 far & st ais-levet R s e ez gy 2T cerwill sz s

-ma ghisirigl {hewiver

decision, unl2ss he or sne2 grants an exiension. v Fich can 0& re

AOte That TMe SIensons cannot be granisd aarnng ar acnsal frorm an supannedd s 0rocess reanng) You may alsc

reqaest alectrcnic or writhen comes of word-for-word 2

Appealing to a Federal or State Court

U

s-ai o stane court. Tna parly augrisved (that does

Tne srate-levei review decision 15 final unless 1T is 2020
no: prevel) by 2 revizw officer's dacimon hes thd ngnt to feo @ laasm né sacinral district couel Wit Q0 ciays frorm

33 & TNE County i wen your cild’'s 521001

ins date of tharevidw officar's dacision ern tha court ©f cornTion ol

Asirict of rescence s locatac within 45 days of recarang noTeE o iha revew oificar’s decis an. Tn Court vl ravies

tha records, near MOre avidance at tha requast OF the PArogs 37 a0 Mase 8 inal degision basaa an ina racordls
3nzl tng Guidenc | rosenited. You must pay the cowrt CosiE e o 200Eal v o0 court bl if you 9rd Al you may
e enntiad te court foes and attorney fees (se¢ pays 231 & ihE CleTrEton O ihe court




Your chilé must remain or stay put in the current educattonat placement while a due crocess complaintis i
crogress unless you and the school disirict agres that your child’s educational glacemant can crange.

m

Your chuld's current educational placement is the one describad 1n his or her most recently imglemeniad 155 p

ff ueur crild has been placed in an interirn allernative educat onzl setting (IAES - a ismeorary lzarning
sating cutside of the school) because of discipiing by the school district, your cinild stayvs r thas

2cducational setting until the hearing officer makes a decisian or untl the district's ciscichne of vour child
&nas. wiichever happens first;

2 due process complaint involves admission to the disirict. your child, with your oer~is3 an. musi be
clacad in the dlistrict until due process is completed.

=

e duz orocess complaint involves the apolication to begin services under the school age car: of the law
Secause your child has turned 3 years old and is no longer eligible for sarvices under the 2arly intervention
car: oi the law, the school district is not required to provide the early interventienal services that your child
"as ot been raceiving.

I7 yeur child is found eligible for special aducation services and the parent conseris 1o tha mitial orovison of
38 023 inan the school district must provide those sorvicas thas 2re not In dispute betweer the caran:

nC The distnict.

or

n2 raview officer agrees with your child's parenis that a changs of placernent is sceropriata the
Slacement must be treated as an agreement batween the siate and the parents for ourao

@
i
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= mir@ an attorngy tlawyer) a1 any ume to repHesent Yo In due process {or £roceatings or APDE:R

anur o 12gal cosis. If you choose 1o Tire an &

Fa Ay STOGSE T

crocass aecision) DUE you rust pay y

sroragy ENC oL 2rEVE

of a dus
rECEl2 2 fzucrEcie 22Ci50n) inany action or proceeding ralated ta your due process hearnng (Mma<ng Jow e

araunlirg carty) tre sowri can arder the district ta pay yod roasangole atlorney's feas

1f the District Prevails
ha reasonable altornay’s taas of the disifigt. Tre CCLrt MaY

=,als, the court can graes you to pay t
nt of ECuUCEIon O SO scrocl aisirct 7

f wne clsirict of
ttorney’s faes of ine Ohio Deparima

croge you Of ¥our atiornay o pay the a
| ana Tre court decides any of the followng

Tnay 0revE

. Thar ne acnon was frivolous, unreasonable or without foundalan.
yoL gorunued 10 oring legal action aiter the action ciearly DECEME fevolous, unreasoraole or v TNoLl

[EEat-H

‘pundaticn: of
« That ThE acuon nas crought for an imoroper purpose. st ich ag to harass, cause unnecsssany aekay o7

If the Court Orders Legal Fees to be Repaid to You or the District

pe renaid (o you Of 10 the cisteicz, the court will ciecicle Tha 3oLt TH8T i3 12883 asiz,

i
S
A
o
(g
°
=
B
o
w
-
Q

BRial- Wure gt

tRe cormnmunizy whsrs ns aciion Of DrOCEaCing 'Was o Tge e Ta It N

Lrtorneys b

s TyoE SN SaaIT/ of services providad, There a8 Cri2 b o3 on s oourt’s aality T

e meiorney’s 88 in thasenstances

VWrses the dsirct maxes a writtan offer to satila tng displias Wit

5
sfiap sathin the 10 days. end the ruling 10 The C35% 5 18ss fasargble 1o vou T

Az ine distrnict offered:

ourt may award 225 10 y03 if you presalin the ation and the G

d reason) Nol 10 ACUED

FEIE-R

mscanually justified (had a goe

e JISLriCh 8 52

Zor yous lenyer s sarncigation in an 1£° mea2ing urlass that m2gting 1= calleg az & rziz

acrrinisIrEi /e ieanng or court action. ang

=

» Farygur lasyers oariICInalon 1 & resolutian mesing.

Reducing Attorney’s Fees

The couri may &8s reduce an asarc of sltormay 5 1=23 @

s DufING Lifg COurse of tne procaeding you OF Yo’ lawiypar Lreaasonaisly doizged 0

snz pravaling raten the

“ha armount of your a110rnay’s fees 1S unreasn ahly nignes [nan 2 ne irly ra1g tnat s

similar servizes by attornsys of r=azonabls and QxEsnencs;

COMIMINY Tor cormparanls siall rEouiaild”
of tra 2Chion

Tre tme spant and lenal services you racens o are eusesiE 1100 IS =) cven e rature

or procesding.

Lo b e 5Tl Chslncl In YOour camoiaint Nelcs

« four lavessr Chat Not provide aopropnaia 1ntin
¢l tha Bnal rasolution

& or seihngol dhstnct wraaszanagiy o2

sone of the agove 2o0ly i the court finds that tn2 51a%
of the acuon of groceacing of otnenyise violated 1o 1D=A'Ss 20 wendarat saleguards
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Im szimie casas, your school district may have to continua providing special education tarsc=s 1o yaur orld withy a

disatlity, evan after the district has suspended, expelled or othervise remaved your crild frarm =i ar ner currarsy ¢

=ciucatonal placement {refer to your child's IEP for morg Information on his Or her curran: 2ducanaral alacems ™

Educational Placement and Alternatives

I¥ your enild is removed from his or her current educational placermnent for violaung schoot distr.ct rules for fawe v
nan 0 consecutive school days, the district does nos have to provide vour child special sducation services duri g

met fime.  your cild is removed from schoot for rmore than 10 consecutive schoo! days. the scrcol must contim ue to

provide your child with spacial education services, even if it 1s in anothar educstcnal setning {for exemaole, anct Fer
classrcom bulding. or at the student’s homa).

creol district removes vour chile from his/nar current ofzcament for more tran 10 consasuing scheol davs in

2 same schocl year it is considered a change of your child's aducational olacerment

" {re scheol district has rermoved your child from hus or her current educatioral placamant on separate OCCaSI0 NS (3

52085 Of remaovals) that add up to more than 10 days in 8 school ysar. tha distrCt must geterm ~e © hose ramas, g s
Corsit h s de

slitate 2 charge of your child's educational placemznt In malang
faltowing faciors

Erminaton. tre CIsTHCI MUst Corsiclgr the

* —2ngih of each umez your child was rermoved

+ Totab amount of time your child was rermoveag

o clas2 together the removails wire: and

Sirrilarity of yvour c‘na_l_ci‘s bgt\a\figr Lo I'_\is Or har benaviar in pror inGidenis in which vaor 2 was remoy
Mren chnanging & child's educational placement bacauss your child cid net follow serccl ules tme sehoal o SIrict
oarent &ard agproonate members of the IEP team must rmest {0 make a3 manifesianicn detarmmnziion raview,. Tne
ourpose of the manifestation determination review is to detarming o your child's Denavior was cavsed oy of hacl a
“hrect and suostantial refationshio to your chifcd's dizaibibity

4 GUIDE TO PAREMT RIGHTS i SPECIAL EGUCATION | Aprit 2007
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rEngiTg yeu
-re schect district must take certain sieps
-< =0 neld 2 manifestation determinalion raviews

rac a suostantial celationsiip to your child's disa

iract 2rc
mords was wour

sTucents -sam will determine whather or not

causec oy TN 4isagility within 10 school days of any

na ad_canoral glacamsant.

The Manifestation Determination Review Meeting

¢ child's educational placement for ¢ sciphnary

to proiact your child's

2o detarmine If your child's behavior was caused by of
ity In other
crile's benavior caused by his of her disabhity? The

your caild's bahawior was

decision (@ cnange

mseling

A& TRE MAnHesiatin ClETEEMINATION FEview mesintd you and the otner rrermoess of (he 127 128 T rEiE Tt
migematon MolLgng FIVr child's IEP. teacher ooseyyakions angd any ealatad iormation orovieEd
& et garayioe s 3 marfestation of your ciild's disziliny, your child will B r2Iurned fg Ths acErT T Ty e
o 3ra was ramoued unless the |ED team agreas o & changs of placemen
1 yrsur Srila’s garavar 15 found T2 ba a enanifestaton of e dsablity the [EP raam st
1. S=ar a fargnoral benavora asgpsgrment vithin 10 days 803 o fargTieng
Lamauar s a ranew of your o s pehawdr W 5
[ L  2r5 IABOOrODNATE BENOVIOY, 25 will Bz wind g TR B0
ot O Aositiva rasulis and feedpac and

i £

sargention oian for yous vl

L ¥ J 4 = 5
ated te tha aisciphng at hand (A Dnavigral pieryenion clan acc

-Far 3ra Aot AoQUoonEe tor school and emasifiz Wy ng 50 wmal vl Ty 10 rESuCE T8
3, 0 A DErEITE arseranuan olan aready oxisls roview fhe olan and Mgae any nasags o

A GUIRE TE pARERT RIGHTS 16 SEECIAL EDUEAT]




E T b e e '.-I:_'.._-—_:-H'.."*._--.—-v—,"":"u CELTT,
Interim Altermative (lemboratyiandinite )

Tre decisicn 1o place your child in an interim alternative educational setting
IAZ52 1s made by your child's IEP team. An IAES is & ternparary, differam:

ol

acemzni for your child to receive special education. On the date the

E2tas

m rmakes the dacision to change your child's placemeant to an |A

=€
bzcause ycur child has viglated a school rule the school district rmuss
nci f, you of the decision and give you this Guide to Parent Rigits in
Sosciel Educaton.

Zvenif yeur child's behavior was caused by your chile!'s disability the distric:
rhEY remove your child to an IAES for up to 45 school days if your cd nas

+ Carried a weapon!

+ Hnowingly possaessed or used illegal drugs. or sold or trizd to buy or
sell & controlled substance (for exarnple, narcotics): ar

Inflicied sarious bodily injury on 2nolher person

Thss gererslly apolies whether your child acted oul tie behavior o0 Rs

S r
)

her wway 70 school. at school or at a school function.

T your cnild's behavior was not directly caused by your child’s disability
wour chikd can e placed in an IAES for tha same amount o7 time tre: 2

chid withcut a o savility would bo disciphined

17 your child's oehzvior was directly related to or caused by your child's

disability ard your civid vislated school rules, your chuld rauss o0 ot onad
TG the eciucation s2tting from which he ar she was rernovad, unless Lou 51

the school district agree to a change of placement 25 oart of the crange In

fe Detevioral mtervention plan or IEP.

—owever, if the district batisves that keeping your child in his o Far qurrzng
aclucational olacement (according to your chilci's 1ZP) is vary hazly o resuls
DNUry o your chid or others, the school district mzy call aniEP meating
16 discuss trus coneern. | you and tha district cisagree about ths crangs of
placement the district may ask for an expedited du2 process haznng - 1in
other words, it may ask for a due procoss Mearing that wilt Do fast-trasind
for a quicker resolution (See expedited duc orocess on oaga 25

If You Do Not Agree with a Change of Educational Placement or

Manifestation Determination Review Hearing Finding

You can request an expedited dus process Nzaring 1o challang2 a deeision 1o

change your child s current educational SCHING dus to dscmiing ¢ 1o chalienge

the findings of a manifestation determination review (Sea duc nrocass

mformanion on pages 24 - 25) Theimpartial hearing officer vill decicz ciur ng

the expedited dus process hearing of the school district foliaw

I=Qulminens

winen it changed your chid's placemsant or if e disingt hag shown o

AN g

child’s behavior was or was not & manifestation of your chid s disanilyy

era

As noted above the schoal district mMay requst an exad

if the district believes that conlinuing your chitd s placement s vary el 1o rasull 1n

njury Lo your child or others (Sea expacited dus Orocess on uege 2570

adhigd Cue grocsss neanng

5
B
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f oL CRoOsE 10 otace your child in a privaie schnool, your district does not have Lo pay for Ire =g of zoycation

ner gl egucation and related services at the private schoot as long as the district nas offaran your crild 2

or S0EC

2ras socrooriaig public education (FAPE) in the dhstrict. Ii you belizve that your distrier falan o orov 4 your
=niic witr CAPE, you have the option to file a due procass complaint v/nara a heanng will cg conguLcIiag ara ar
moartal ~earing oificer will issua & dacision as to whethas tha district offerzd EADS 1o your ShlC (522 CUS Orocess
mformalicr N Dagas 21-27) If 1t is deterrined by an wnpearial haanng off cer during Zue orocess hal Joue cisinict

dict not cronide FAPE, the heanng officer can decide you have a right (o D8 ramourssa {3 C 2aC4

[8

snrclling your child at a orivate school.

Reduction or Forfeiture of Reimbursement

ct may he required to remnourse you may g recuced or ¥OU May forizitr

[1H]

}
A
=

-
W
(]
4
i

2

Lo muen the disin
slimgetner Fany 5f the following OCCur:

- =2 IED meoung that oceurred before you remnovad yaur criic fromn the scrhecl wou cha
scnool that you were not going to accept the educauonal placemeni proposed oy £7 % 1E® 2ar o

noaor

~are Eo0LT YouUr CONCENS. and that you plannegd @ enralt your chitd

v e minnot el the senoal i wruing ai least 10 businsss days befo’e wrinera

Ivoor codle nzer

== that you arg nol accening the IER and you 0lzn 10 el

17, bus.rass days inclede holiclays that fall o weahoiays Of
. 1F nziorg rarnoving your i lel from the school. tha Wsintt 2 yOU §ITRAF WTEN AgT o2 At T iarned

-o avalats your child, and youa did not maka your ¢ Ic avalzoie for tha evalyaton: o

o Lot datermings thet you acted unreasonaoly

Protection of Reimbursement
The rairbursemant (arnount you are to be paid izack) ca&nnol b
raGunec o rageyMment cannotl be denied 1o you 1t

« Tre district praveniad you frorn proviching NOLCE!

« Taz shsirct chid not tell you that you were ret racl 10 DrGIdE

Jouce O

« Proviging tne rotice could resulzin phys:cal harm 1o your cimlz

Alse, @ court or nganng officer may find that ins CO%t Of reithure =

rnay "ot be recuced or denied to you for falure (0 Orow Gs TNIS 1

« You cannei read or wriie in Enghshi or

« Provicing the nolica coulgl resuli uy 52710
your cnld
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Pérent'i\! gggrams for

Students 154 L

Each time a school district completes an evaluation for a child with & disapility, or begqirs develoging reviewingy
or revising a child's IEP, the district must tell vour childs paren

Jon Peterson Scholarship Peogram.

L 800Ut the Autism Scrclarshig Program and the

Autism Scholarship Program

I* your child is receiving special education services under the category of sutism you may auslfy for the Autisrn

Schelarshio Program. Under the program, you may choose 1o send vour child to 2 soecial 2CuCat on Orogram o ther than

e ore operaied by your school d strict of residence. winre

your child will recerse the 2ducaton and services <uthned in
NS or har IER

o ce eligible for the nrogram your child must

* “ave been found 2y your school district of residence o ©e & child with zutism.

Must have a current IEP from the school district of residence that vou agree a1ih 2~d that has ceen finalzed and

Must be at lzast thrae vears old.
Sor informa.on on the Autisrn Scholarship Pragrarn visit the O

7 Deoastment of Educaticn wansite a- 2ducet ion ohio gov

310 Lyoe Autism Scholarship Pragram 0 th2 search box. or 2imia autismscholarships education.ohio.goy.

Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program

I* your child s recav NG special educalion services. you sy cuelfy for tre Jon Petersen Special Neacs Pregrarm, Under

s grogram. you may choose o sand your childl to & sp2cial edlucation D°0Gram oinsr (nan the ore oparated By vour

school dstrict of residence, wiere your child will recerse the educas C1 2ng services outlired in s or rer IES

Tz qualfy for & Jon Petersan Special Meecds Scholarshis. your cinlc

Must have besn found Oy your local schoo! disirct of ras lencs Lo vg & chilg

* Must have a current IEP from the scnoot district of rasicianc
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Must qualify to attenct kindergarten through Gracia 12

Forinformaiion on the Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarshie Srograrm, visi the Onie Deparirment of

38

=duceation website at eclucation.ohio gav and type Jon Peterson Scholarship in tne search box. or eme |

peterson.scholarshipgiedu cation.ohio.gov.

Additional Information

information on scholarship prograrns i3 availabie on the Chio Decarirment of Education website

at education.ohio.gov.

For more information or Guestions on the=ge cohilasshin pr 1GE IS, Soantact

The Qffice of Nonpublic Ecducational Qplions at (G114} A56-5747 or toll-free at (877) 624-5338

—
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